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Brussels, 24 March 2026 

 

Cultural heritage as a driver of innovation: results of the GELATOn the ROAD project, co-funded by the 

European Union through the Creative Europe Programme, were presented at the European Parliament 

in Brussels. 

 

On 17 March 2026, at the European Parliament in Brussels, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium 

organized the event "Culture as an Economic Driver in the New AgoraEU Programme", focusing on the role 

of culture as a driver of economic development and innovation in European policies. 

 

The initiative, organized by the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium and hosted and promoted by 

Elena Donazzan, Vice-President of the Industry Committee and member of the Employment Committee of 

the European Parliament, was the final event of the GELATOn the ROAD, during which the project’s results 

were presented, followed by a discussion on its sustainability with representatives of European 

institutions. During the event, a presentation was also hosted on the CR.EU.IN. HERITAGE project, 

introduced by Venetian Cluster, a partner of GELATOn the ROAD, which aims to foster innovation across 

the cultural heritage value chain. 

 

The event contributed to positioning GELATOn the ROAD at the European level, showcasing its results as 

a reference framework for initiating discussions on the future policies of the European Union for the 2028–

2034 period, with particular regard to the AgoraEU programme, while at the same time highlighting the 

strategic role of culture in the European context. 

  

The GELATOn the ROAD project, led by Longarone Fiere Dolomiti and the Italian Chamber of Commerce in 

Belgium and the Venetian Cluster as partners, has reached its final stage, scheduled for the end of March 

2026. On this occasion, the results of a three-year journey were presented, aimed at promoting artisanal 

gelato as an element of intangible cultural heritage, a symbol of a shared European identity passed down 

from generation to generation, and a driver of value creation along local supply chains. The project also 

developed a quality and sustainability framework for the product, based on rigorous assessment criteria, 

including environmental ones. Moreover, the initiative led to the creation of the first European Gelato 

Route (ERoG), a transnational route from Bulgaria to Spain, designed to connect the entire artisanal gelato 

supply chain, by linking regions, products, and local traditions. 

 

In parallel, CR.EU.IN. HERITAGE, led by the Venetian Cluster, is an emerging initiative that opens up 

opportunities for investment, innovation, and collaboration along the Cultural Heritage Value Chain, 

consolidating the role of cultural and creative enterprises as strategic assets for the European economy. 
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The conference, hosted and promoted by the Hon. Elena Donazzan, was conducted with the contribution 

of the Vice-President of the European Parliament, Hon. Antonella Sberna. Dr. Gilles Pelayo and Claudio 

Saponara for the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA), and Dr. Arianna Dellacà for 

the European Innovation Council and SME Executive Agency (EISMEA), gave their contribution, illustrating 

the concrete opportunities offered by the European Commission for the development of cultural projects. 

 

Representatives of the European partners attended the event, including the Italian-Luxembourg Chamber 

of Commerce (A.S.B.L.), the Serbian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Privredna Komora Srbije), the 

European Training and Research Institute, and the Regional Agency ROD Ajdovščina, the Secretary 

General of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, Dr. Giorgio De Bin, the President of the Venetian 

Cluster and member of the Board of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, Dr. Gian Angelo Bellati, 

and Dr. Maria Valentina Vanceo and Dr. Franz Zanne of Longarone Fiere Dolomiti, coordinators of the 

GELATOn the ROAD project. Representatives of the Veneto Region – Brussels office were also present, as 

were the gelaterias involved in the project in Belgium: Milanese Gelato from Anversa and Gelati 

TuttaPanna from Forest (Brussels); and several Italian gelato makers from Dassie Gelato (Treviso) and 

Gelateria da Nonno Piero (Albignasego, Padua). The other partners participated in the event remotely. 

 

Furthermore, over 300 stakeholders from across Europe attended the initiative online, showing interest 

in the project’s results and in opportunities for involvement in future activities. The event also represented 

an important opportunity for exchange on the European policy framework, which recognizes culture as a 

strategic lever for innovation and economic development. 

 

On the occasion of the initiative, European Parliament Vice-President Antonella Sberna commented: 

“Investing in culture means investing in the economic resilience of territories. These projects are an example 

of a cultural value chain becoming a driver of innovation for the entire productive system, promoting a 

model of development that combines social value, economic growth, and industrial resilience.” 

 

The MEP Elena Donazzan stated: “I hope that Europe will place greater value on the production chain of 

cultural and creative enterprises, given their increasingly significant impact on strengthening the 

competitiveness of territories, SMEs, and the skills of human capital from an innovation perspective,” 

Donazzan concluded: “I will  work to ensure that the approach of the next European programming period, 

2028–2034, is geared towards providing greater socio -economic development opportunities for cultural 

and creative enterprises. Culture is identity, and Italy has extraordinary potential to express.”  

 

Dr Bellati added: “For years, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium and the Venetian Cluster have 

worked together to strengthen international networks among European enterprises and to submit projects 

under Europe a funding programs. These initiatives have a multiplier effect, enabling the development of 

https://www.instagram.com/milanesegelato/
https://www.tuttapanna.net/
https://www.tuttapanna.net/
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new projects and new ideas of interest to our businesses.” 

 

In conclusion, the Secretary General of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, Dr Giorgio De Bin, 

stated: “The cultural and creative industries are a highly important area for our Chamber and represent a 

‘renewable source’ of enormous economic development for our country and for Europe. As the Italian 

Chamber of Commerce in Belgium, we support Italian companies working with Belgium and assist them in 

their relations with the European institutions. We are convinced that these businesses are a major asset 

for economic growth, and we are therefore involved in various activities to support and promote them, 

ranging from European projects to a wide range of assistance, development, and growth initiatives.” 

 

For further information on the GELATOn the ROAD project, please visit gelatontheroad.eu/ or contact the 

secretariat of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Belgium at euproject@ccitabel.com. 
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